Introduced by Council Member Crescimbeni: 

RESOLUTION 2011-65
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING SUSAN SHONKA ON HER 37 YEAR CAREER AS THE FIRST FEMALE ENLISTEE IN THE FLORIDA AIR NATIONAL GUARD; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Susan Shonka, a native of Jacksonville and a graduate of Wolfson High School, had an interest in aviation as a result of her father’s involvement with the Civil Air Patrol; and


WHEREAS, in March 1973 Ms. Shonka applied to the Florida Air National Guard (FLANG) which had just announced its intention to begin accepting female applicants and, as a result of fortuitous timing, became the first female to enlist in the FLANG; and


WHEREAS, over the course of nearly four decades, Susan Shonka advanced through the ranks in both the 125th Fighter Wing and the FLANG state headquarters, holding a variety of positions in mission support flight information management, records management, and human resources functions; and 


WHEREAS, in 1997 Ms. Shonka became the first female guardsman to attain the rank of chief master sergeant in Florida, and in 2001 became the first female to become the Command Chief Master Sergeant for the FLANG, the highest rank available to an enlisted guardsman; and


WHEREAS, Command Chief Master Sergeant Shonka served on the National Guard Bureau Year of Diversity Committee, was a regional representative on the ANG Enlisted Field Advisory Council, and served as Vice Chair of the FLANG’s Airmen of the Year program; and

WHEREAS, one of Ms. Shonka’s proudest achievements was her active involvement in the C. W. “Bill” Young Department of Defense Bone Marrow Program through which she promoted the participation of guardsmen in the bone marrow screening process and which eventually led to her being identified as a donor match and becoming a marrow donor in 1997 to a young Pennsylvania girl suffering from leukemia; and


WHEREAS, after her long and distinguished 37-year career in the enlisted ranks, Command Chief Master Sergeant Shonka recently retired from the ranks of FLANG uniformed personnel, but has continued to serve the FLANG as a civilian employee in the personnel section of the Air Guard headquarters in St. Augustine, now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends Command Chief Master Sergeant Susan Shonka upon the occasion of her retirement from active duty in the Florida Air National Guard, congratulates her on her outstanding career as the FLANG’s highest ranking enlistee, and wishes her the very best of success in her future endeavors.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

     /s/  Margaret M. Sidman     _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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